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accepted office when it was not in power oT
else had dissolved the Parliament on a ma]or
issue of Socialism and sought re-election ,on a
clear-cut-programme. The tactical .blunder ,of
these Labourites has been that they hesitated
too much and in their hesitation gave time to
reactionaries ;' to organise and take; tliem by
surprise. There is no doubt that,, if personal
betrayals had not occurred and if ther<? bad been
bold and, competent leadership, , the British
Labour Party would not have gone the way it
has done. The case of German Social Democracy
is slightly different. The  Social -Democrats
carried on their plans even against heaviest odds
and met with comparative success. The condi-
tion of German working class very considerably
improved. But then the position of, these Social
Democrats was not enviable. The Treaty of
Versailles had tied the hands and feet of the
German Nation so that it could only crawl at
the sufference of the Allies, it had w right to
walk,, much less ; to run. The enormous sums
Germany had to pay by way of Reparations
had completely ruined this great nation and
had practically made her a debtor to the Allies